
Kids in stable and loving 

families:  

1. Get better grades in

school

2. Get in less trouble at

school

3. Are less likely to be-

come involved in the

juvenile justice system

4. Are less likely to be-

come involved in the

adult criminal system

5. Are less likely to be

homeless

6. Are more likely to get a

job

Than those who do not 

have a loving and stable 

family.  

D i d  Yo u  
K n ow ….  

L u c a s  
C o u n t y  

P a t hw a ys  
t o  S u c c e s s

I n i t i a t i ve   

A collaboration 

between Lucas County 

Children Services, 

Lucas County 

Juvenile Court, and 

Toledo Public Schools 

to improve the lives of 

youth in foster care.  

Foster 

Placement 

Stability 

Mediation 

Program  

In 2012, Lucas County Juvenile Court 
was awarded the Child Welfare- Edu-
cation System Collaboration to In-
crease Educational Stability Grant. 

This grant will fund The Lucas County 
Pathways to Success Initiative, which 
will foster strategic coordination and 
communication between the Juvenile 
Court, Lucas County Children Services, 
Toledo Public Schools, and other com-
munity organizations to improve edu-
cational outcomes of youth in foster 
care.   

The Lucas County Pathways to Success 
Initiative will increase educational sta-
bility, graduation rates, foster place-
ment stability and reduce the risk of 
foster youth becoming involved in the 
juvenile justice system through strate-
gic planning, policy reform and linked 
inter-agency services.



Foster Placement Stability Me-
diation will help to facilitate 
communication among foster 
youth and foster parents, in 
order to increase stability for 
youth in foster care, reduce 
juvenile delinquency, avoid 
placement disruption and in-
crease academic success. 

What is mediation? 

Mediation is a practice of al-
ternative dispute resolution 
involving a neutral third party 

who facilitates discussion and resolu-
tions among parties. The job of a me-
diator is not to make decisions; but ra-
ther, to help the involved parties work 
together to reach an agreement 

W h y me d i a t e? 

Foster Placement Stability Medi-
ation is geared toward the unique 
needs of youth in foster care and is 
designed to increase placement stabil-
ity. 

The use of mediation will allow 
foster youth and foster parents the op-
portunity to communicate with each 
other and develop a plan that works 
best for them.   

Am I e l i g i b l e? 

A case may involve youth ages 
10-17 be referred to mediation if a
foster youth, foster parent, CASA,
LCCS caseworker, or a court staff
member believes that the family would
benefit from mediation.

Also, every case that is at risk of 
disruption will be screened to deter-
mine if mediation is appropriate.   

Deborah Hodges
Court Administrator
1801 Spielbusch  
Toledo, Ohio 43604  

Phone: 419-213-6702
fax: 419-213-6898 
E-mail: dhodges@co.lucas.oh.us

 
No, Foster Placement 

Stability Mediations are free 
of charge for foster families.  

D o es p a rt i c i p a t i n g i n 
med i a t i o n h a rm my 

ju v en i l e r ec o rd ? 

No, the goal of Foster 
Placement Stability Mediation 
is to provide an opportunity to 
problem solve situations be-
fore they become a crisis. The 
hope is that this intervention 
will actually reduce charges.   

Ho w d o I sc h ed u l e 
Med i a t i o n ?   

C o n t a c t 
Kathy Gonyea

419-213-6914

L u c a s C o u n t y P a t h w a ys t o S u c c e s s 
I n i t i a t i v e  

F o s t e r  
P l ac em e n t
S t a b i l i t y  

M e d i a t i o n  

None of 

your 

business 

Where 

were 

you? 

Lets 

work 

together 

Is there a cost?




