
HOMESTEAD

What is the 
Homestead Discount 
Water Program?

If you are enrolled in the Homestead pro-
gram and are a resident of the City of Mau-
mee, City of Toledo or the City of Oregon, 
you may also qualify for the Homestead 
Discount Water Program through your city’s 
Utility Department.

This discount provides a 25% reduction in 
the water rate to qualifying homeowners.  
To see if you qualify and/or if you have any 
questions, you can contact:

The City of Maumee 
(419) 897-7127

The City of Toledo
(419) 245-1800

The City of Oregon
(419) 698-7039

Recent Changes to the 
Homestead Program

Disabled Veterans
In 2014, Amended Substitute House Bill 85, 
doubled the State’s Homestead Exemption 
for military men and women with a 100% 
“SERVICE-CONNECTED” disability, certified 
by U.S. Department of Veteran’s Affairs, 
from $25,000 to $50,000. Additionally, HB 85 
exempts disabled veterans from any means 
testing (income threshold).

Example:
A qualified disabled veteran would have to 
pay taxes on only $100,000 of a home val-
ued at $150,000. The change would save a 
disabled veteran an average about $1000 
a year, up from $600 under previous home-
stead law.

A reduction in real estate 
taxes for those who qualify

EXEMPTION

Contact Us

Anita Lopez
Lucas County Auditor

One Government Center, Ste. 600
Toledo, OH  43604-2255
Phone: (419) 213-4406

Do you have more questions?
Simply provide a phone number or email      

address and a representative from our office 
will contact you.

Visit us on the Web.
www.co.lucas.oh.us/auditor

Call our office
(419) 213-4406

Send an e-mail.
Outreach@co.lucas.oh.us
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Homestead Exemption is a form of property 
tax relief and results in a reduction in real 
estate taxes for those who qualify. The 
information provided in this brochure is 
intended to assist you in determining your 
eligibility for this reduction, and to answer 
some of the typical questions relative to 
this program. For further information, please 
contact our office at (419) 213-4406.

Who should apply?
•Applicants who are 65 or older. Please 
note, it does not matter what date you turn 
65, as long as you turn 65 some time during 
the year you apply.
•Applicants who are totally and 
permanently disabled. The applicant is 
required to have their physician complete 
the certificate of disability form or submit a 
certificate from a state or federal agency.
•Applicants must own and occupy their 
home or mobile home or have ownership 
interest in it as of January 1 (i.e. land 
contract, lease purchase).
•Applicants must have a total household 
income that does not exceed the maximum 
allowed Ohio Adjusted Gross Income for 
their application year. For 2016, the Ohio 
Adjusted Gross Income is $31,500.

What has recently changed?
Beginning in tax year 2014, new participants 
in the Homestead Exemption program will 
be subject to an income threshold.

Who is considered a homeowner?
In general, a person whose name appears 
on the deed, a purchaser under a land 

contract, a person with a life estate 
ownership, or a person with control under 
a living trust.

What do I need to do as a disabled person 
less than 65 years of age?
You will need to get the certification 
of a medical doctor or psychologist.  
Requirements for designation (and the 
certification statement) can be found on 
the back side of the Homestead Exemption 
Application form.

What types of properties are eligible 
for the Homestead Exemption?
Homestead includes single family homes, 
condominiums, a unit in a multiple 
unit residence, and mobile homes or 
manufactured homes occupied as the 
principal residence of the owner.

What if I don’t live in Ohio for the 
whole year?
You must be a legal resident of Ohio as of 
January 1st in order to file for Homestead 
Exemption in that year.

How do I show proof of my age?
At the discretion of the County Auditor, you 
may be asked for appropriate identification 
information. You must report your age and 
date of birth on the Homestead Exemption 
Application. Providing false information on 
the application is considered perjury and 
subject to prosecution.

How do I know if I am currently 
receiving the Homestead Exemption?
If you are currently enrolled in the program, 
the reduction is marked on your tax bill.

Will the Homestead Exemption reduce 
special assessment liabilities?

No, the homestead reduction is limited to 
general taxes only.

Do I need to apply again if I already 
received the Homestead Exemption on 
my current tax bill ?
No. Taxpayers already in the program do not 
need to reapply. Anyone already enrolled 
will stay enrolled and will not need to file a 
new application. A qualified recipient will 
only need to file a new form if there is a 
change in the owner’s eligibility status or in 
ownership of the property.

How much will the Homestead 
Exemption reduce my taxes?
The exemption is calculated by reducing 
the taxed assessed value (35% of market 
value) by $25,000. 

How soon after submitting an 
application will the credit be 
shown on the tax bill?
Valid applications filed prior to the June 1st 
deadline, will see the reduction on the tax 
bill in January of the following year. 

What if I missed the deadline?
If you missed the June deadline and meet 
the criteria, you may enroll for both the cur-
rent and previous year during the next en-
rollment period beginning in January.

How do I enroll?
Completed Homestead Exemption appli-
cation forms (DTE 105A) are accepted be-
tween January and June. All forms must be 
signed and submitted in person or by mail 
to the Auditor’s office; no electronic files will 
be accepted. To be placed on the mail-
ing list for an application, call the Auditor’s      
office at (419) 213-4336.

What is the Homestead 
Exemption?


